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 Speculations about the nature of ultimate 
reality has been one of the important 
themes of metaphysical thinking.  

 Different thinkers have propounded 
different and conflicting theories in this 
regard. Some favors idealism and some 
materialism. 

 Here we will discuss the materialism in 
details. 

 



 Materialism is a metaphysical theory of reality 
which maintains that matter is the only stuff 
by which the universe is made up. 

 Matter is that fundamental object , which is 
devoid of life and consciousness. Therefore 
this theory reduces consciousness to 
materiality. 

 It is opposite from idealism which maintains 
that universe is made up of mental or mind 
only. 





 Materialism has a long history in western 
philosophy. The ancient Greek Philosopher 
(Lucippus (5ht Century B.C.) and Democritus 
(4th Century B.C.) are known as the earliest 
materialist thinkers. 

 The atomism of Democritus is well known . 
He , for the first time speculated that 
everything is made up of minute material 
particles. 



 Mechanical materialism is a theory which 
holds that ultimate reality is only one 
substance, that is matter.  

 It tends to explain all natural phenomena with 
some sorts of natural or mechanical laws. 
There is no intervention of any supera human 
power in such laws. 

 Pierre Gassendi, Julien De La Mattrie and 
Charle Darwin’s theory propounded this view. 





 Dialectical Materialism is a theory  propounds 
that all natural phenomena are explained to 
occur with the interaction of two opposite 
forces. 

 Hegel , the great German Philosopher, first of 
all presented this type of methodology of 
growth  to establish absolute idealism. 

 Karl Marx by criticizing his theory established 
Dialectical Materialism in scientific way. 



 Materialism is a very important theory of 
metaphysics. 

 Its both theories, discussed here, are varieties 
of same metaphysical theory. Both are 
monistic in nature and make consciousness 
as the byproduct of material forces. 

 There are minor differences between them in 
explanation and intentions of the 
development of these theories. 

 



 Here we have discussed the meaning and 
types of materialism. This is very important 
and influential theory in philosophy. Hope it 
will be beneficial for us.  
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